
Iran Ballistic Missiles and International Sanctions Enforcement Act 

Since the passage of UN Security Council Resolution 2231, Iran has continued to engage in behavior that is 
inconsistent with international law, including the testing of ballistic missiles and the transfer of weapons.  The 
Iran Ballistic Missiles and International Sanctions Enforcement Act imposes sanctions on those who support 
Iran’s ballistic missile program and the transfer of weapons to and from Iran.   

This bill does not violate the JCPOA 

This legislation is consistent with the JCPOA.  It would not re-impose sanctions for nuclear-related reasons.  As 
President Obama said in a letter to our colleague, Congressman Jerry Nadler in 2015, “With very limited 
exceptions, Iran will continue to be denied access to our market—the world’s largest—and we will maintain 
powerful sanctions targeting Iran’s support for groups such as Hizballah, its destabilizing role in Yemen, its 
backing of the Assad regime, its missile program and its human rights abuses at home.  Critically, I made sure 
that the United States reserved its right to maintain and enforce existing sanctions and even to deploy new 
sanctions to address those continuing concerns, which we fully intend to do when circumstances warrants.”   

This legislation is consistent with UN Security Council Resolution 2231 

This legislation enshrines UNSCR 2231 (negotiated by the Obama Administration) in U.S. law by enforcing the 
provisions prohibiting support for Iran’s ballistic missile program and the transfer of advanced conventional 
weapons to and from Iran.   

This legislation is consistent with current law 

This bill is based on existing authorities, including Executive Orders 13382 and 13382 and the Iran-Iraq Arms 
Non-proliferation Act of 1992.  Because this legislation amends the non-nuclear section of the Iran Sanctions 
Act, the waiver in this law is applicable to the new sanctions.   

Section-by-Section 

Sec. 1 Short Title  

Sec. 2 Sanctions Relating to Efforts by the Government of Iran With Respect to Ballistic Missile-Related Goods, 
Services and Technologies.   

• Findings and Statement of Policy: It is the policy of the United States to prevent Iran from undertaking 
any activity related to ballistic missiles designed to be capable of delivering nuclear weapons, including 
launches using such ballistic missile technology. 
 

• Ballistic Missile Sanctions.  This section amends the non-nuclear sanctions section of the Iran Sanctions 
Act to add support for Iran’s ballistic missile program to the list of sanctionable activity covered under 
the bill.  The targets for these sanctions are: Iranian persons or entities that support the ballistic missile 
program; Foreign persons or entities that support Iran’s ballistic missile program; and foreign persons 
who provide significant financial services for those who are found to be supporting Iran’s ballistic 
missile program.  This section also normalizes the evidentiary standard for non-nuclear sanctions under 
the Iran Sanctions Act.  
 



• Determination on Ballistic Missile Test. This section requires the President to submit a classified report 
to Congress if a recent ballistic missile test violated, was in defiance of, or was inconsistent with UN 
Security Council Resolution 2231; who was responsible for ordering, controlling, or otherwise directing 
the missile test; and whether those have been designated for their activities in support of Iran’s ballistic 
missile program, and if not, why not. This section is based on Iran human rights determination language 
in the Iran Threat Reduction Act. 
 

• Report on the Supply Chain to the Iranian Ballistic Missile Program.  Iran has pursued the ability to 
indigenously produce ballistic missile and cruise missile goods, services and technologies.   This 
classified report will provide an analysis of the foreign and domestic supply chain that supports Iran’s 
ballistic missile program and help Congress determine the vulnerabilities and challenges in curbing 
support for Iran’s ballistic missile program.   
 

• Sanctions on Conventional Arms Transfers.  This section amends the non-nuclear sanctions section of 
the Iran Sanctions Act to add violations of the ban on conventional arms transfers to or from Iran under 
UNSCR 2231 to the list of sanctionable activity covered under the bill.   

Sec. 3 Report on sanctionable activities. This section requires a report on Iran’s attempts to evade the sanctions 
in this bill; Iran’s attempts to evade arms embargo to and from Iran; and any UNSC approvals of goods under 
paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 of UNSCR 2231. 

Sec. 4 Regulatory Authority.  Requires the President to promulgate regulations to implement this Act.   

Sec. 5 Definitions 

 


